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" France, the sincere friend of England, its worthy
emulator for good, is one of the standard-bearers of
civilisation and liberty in times of peace as well as in
times of war; and it may be expected of France in the
conflict unfortunately inevitable (the Franco-Prussian
War), and which we witness with emotion and respect,
that the blood which will flow on both sides will not
be uselessly shed for the good of humanity."
Thus, with the best that she could give, did England
attempt to meet some of her obligations to the man to
whom she owed so much.
But De Lesseps could tarry no longer in England.
The gravity of France's struggle with Prussia called
him back to Paris. Already some were saying that
his business in London was to sell the Suez Canal to
the English.
During the siege of the French capital in December,
1870, where De Lesseps himself was among the
beleaguered citizens, the emotion and excitement of
the time produced a crop of scurrilous pamphlets,
The Truth about the Suez Canal one proclaimed.
Another was entitled, The Agony of the Suez Canal,
Barrenness of the Results. Its approaching Ruin. To
all these De Lesseps replied through the Press and the
Courts. But one fact he had to admit, that the enter-
prise had been far more costly than he had anticipated.
Indeed, his estimates were millions out: he was no
financier. Furthermore the calculations of tonnage
passing through the canal were equally wide of the
mark. Not for many years did they attain the figures
expected. In consequence the Company faced a
financial crisis, and once more it became necessary to